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BARROW’S ANNIVERSARY AND ITS NEW WOMBEL
by Andy Pollock

Barrow started the millennium silent after an inspection declared the bells unsafe to ring in 1999,
just as a major project completed saving the church with a new roof and west window tracery and
glass incorporating stained glass from St John’s Windermere. The bell wheels were broken and
crumbling; the ironwork rusted through; and the verdigris on the bells from the salt air/steelworks
pollution had taken their toll. There was little hope for any ringing in the foreseeable future...
potentially, generations.

In 2008 Geoff Pullin, a keen bellringer from near Daventry was visiting his son who worked in
the shipyard. He questioned why the bells were not ringing and hatched a plan to repair them.
The Ringing World published the sad news and obituary of Jack (John) Bagnall in 2009, and
Dennis Ellsidon a ringer from London (but learnt to ring at Barrow) responded by offering a
significant contribution that Kick started a project for full restoration and rehang of the bells, with
Geoff Pullin at the helm and support from church/diocese, grant awarding bodies, and volunteers.

Left: St James, Barrow-in-Furness. Right: The Wombel on display at the western end of the nave.




Exactly ten years after the rededication service on Sunday 9 March 2014, we organised a day of
celebrations starting with a me-andy-ring ramble around South Walney Nature Reserve. We
braved the initially bitter southeasterly wind and driving spits of rain, heading south on the East
side of the island overlooking Piel Castle, passing the oyster farm and watched by a seal bobbing
in the sea, and eider, cormorants, oystercatchers, gulls, and other birds flying past. We stopped
off at Clarissa’s house at the most southerly abode in the county for some very welcome
tea/coffee and biscuits (and brief shelter!). Clarissa joined us for the rest of the walk and we were
grateful that the weather improved — finishing the round in 2 hours at the visitor cabin with its
live video feed of the seal colony.

The walk was followed by a quarter peal rung by Geoff and Carole from near Daventry — who
managed the restoration project, Ron from Carlisle — the Carlisle diocesan bell advisor, Dennis —
who started the ball rolling, Andrew — the bellhanger from Bridport, Hugh — who volunteered to
help physical removal and return of the bells, Andy — who recorded the restoration for posterity,
and of course Jayden who learnt to ring on the restored bells. Barring a couple of brief
mistakes/hesitations the quarter was well struck and very enjoyable indeed.

After the quarter peal a thirty minute video
of clips from the restoration work (featuring
the removal; Whitechapel bell foundry
tuning; Nicholsons’ works in Bridport; and
the return and fitting of the bells) was shown
for the very first time, using the audio visual
projector and screen that is part of the new
Wombel. Afterwards it played a very
professional video about the restoration
created by students from Furness College,
plus the latest promotional videos from the
central council, and various other videos.
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The quarter peal band: 9 March 2024

The next hours heard more excellent ringing on the bells as part of the branch ringing meeting for
the Furness & South Lakeland branch of the LACR, during which the public could listen to the
bells, and tour the exhibits inside the church relating to the restoration and a selection of the many
activities and achievements over the last 10 years. This was followed by an impressive spread of
food for the ringers tea, and a short demo of the new Wombel one-bell simulator.

This Wombel was funded by generous donations including a £3,000 micro to mighty grant from
the Westmorland & Furness Council (underwritten by the Heritage Lottery Fund), £688 for the
audio-visual equipment from BAE Systems Community Investment Fund, £350 from the Diocese
of Carlisle digital innovation fund, approx. £200+ from tower funds, and £100 from the Furness
& South Lakeland Branch LACR.

Its purpose is predominantly for public education to demystify what we do, to promote bell-
ringing, and to recruit, but can also be used for training days. It can be taken apart and
transported on a large family car (but not a saloon car) with roof bars and back seats that fold
down. This enables us to take it to schools, community centres, youth clubs, and other public
spaces across Cumbria/Lancashire to demonstrate bellringing, give talks about bellringing with
slideshow/presentation and videos, and offer the public a go ringing a bell on their home turf
rather than expecting them to come to our church towers. It is hoped that this may reach many
more people that might not otherwise come to see and learn about bell ringing. With luck this
should help with recruitment or at least plant seeds that may bear fruit in years to come.

Finally the day finished with a meal at Francesca’s Restaurant in Barrow for 23 friends and
ringers. A thoroughly enjoyable meal in great company, and a great finish for the day. My thanks
to everyone who took part and | am especially grateful to those who travelled many miles to join
us for our restoration 10th anniversary celebrations.



ROSSENDALE RINGERS ON TOUR - 13 APRIL 2024
by Martyn Bristow, Rossendale Branch Ringing Master

On a fresh spring Saturday, members of the Rossendale branch ventured out for our spring tour.

It was actually supposed to be our autumn tour, which had been postponed. The theme of the tour
was the towers I learned to ring at, which was over 20 years ago! For me it was a little nostalgia,
but also an opportunity to share these lovely towers with my fellow ringers.

We started off at the lovely ground floor ring of Parbold, with a ground floor ring it was popular
with both our ringers and guests who wanted to admire the church. We then continued to
Ormskirk, a tower where | learned a few methods back in the day but sadly now has less of an
active group of ringers.

The Rossendale ringers at Ormskirk. Photo by Martyn Bristow.

In the afternoon we continued to Christ Church, Aughton, where with the help of Edmund we
were able to push ourself to ring Plain Bob Minor, good progress for us. After this we continued
down the hill to St Michael’s, my original home tower with its lovely light ring of six around a
font. This gave me the chance to call the changes again after nearly 18 years and we also
managed our first successful touch of Bob Doubles for a while! We finished off our tour at
Sefton, a fabulously old and beautiful church which gave us a friendly welcome and a few of their
learners even joined us to ring.

It was a great chance for us, a small branch, ", North West Ringing Course
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ROCHDALE BRANCH QUARTER PEAL WEEKEND: 10-12 MAY

As is common in these cases, not all the attempts were successful. There was evidently a
tantalising near miss on Sunday morning at Milnrow, with a touch of 1020 Plain Bob Minor. The
overall total was six and those taking part deserve congratulations for several “firsts”.

Friday 10 May

HEYWOOD, St Luke — 1320 Plain Bob Minor: Angela Collins 1, Doborah O’Connor 2, Oliver Vyse 3,
Alyson Blanchard 4, Keith Bamford 5, Duncan Vyse (c) 6. For Annalies Wood, goddaughter of 1, whose
18th birthday was on 6 May.

Saturday 11 May

BALDERSTONE, St Mary — 1260 Plain Bob Triples: Julian Hunt 1, Peter Randall (c) 2, Derek Thomas
3, Thomas Chapman 4, Andrew Webster 5, Julian Seeley 6, Taylor Wright 7, Luke Pollock 8.

OLDHAM (Moorside) St Thomas — 1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor: Thomas Chapman 1, Peter Randall
2, Oliver Vyse 3, Steve Kershaw 4, Taylor Wright 5, Duncan Vyse (c) 6. First of Cambridge inside — 3.
TODMORDEN Unitarian — 1260 Plain Bob Minor: Luke Pollock 1, Angela Collins 2, Helen Rigby 3,
Jacqui Mack 4, Ken Boardman 5, Julian Seeley (c) 6. First quarter for decades — 4. Also celebrating one
decade of ringing these restored bells.

Sunday 12 May

LEESFIELD, St Thomas — 1260 Plain Bob
Doubles: Luke Pollock 1, Thomas Chapman 2,
Angela Collins 3, Helen Rigby (c) 3, Keith
Bamford 5, David Parr 6. Rung on “Bell
Sunday” and as a birthday compliment to
Angela. Brian Hayes wishes to be associated
with this performance.

MIDDLETON, St Leonard — 1260 Plain Bob
Doubles: David Bates 1, Taylor Wright 2, Paul
Whyborne 3, Oliver Vyse (c) 4, Duncan Vyse 5,
- David Hyatt Bickel 6. First quarter — 1. First as
Apologies - | completely forgot that conductor, aged 15 — 4.

| was ringing this evening! First quarter for 40 years — 3.

METHOD OF THE MONTH — Eynesbury Bob Doubles

This is another doubles method, suitable for a Sunday service band looking for something
different from Plain Bob or Grandsire. Eynesbury in its present form is not so much village as a
suburb on the edge of St Neots in Cambridgeshire (formerly Huntingdonshire). It consists largely
of housing built in the 1960s and later as overspill accommodation for London. It is however a
long established settlement. St Mary’s parish church contains some interesting wooden pews
with animal carvings. The tower is dated 1688 but was probably reconstructed from an earlier
medieval one. It contains a 13cwt/673kg ring of six cast by Robert Taylor, of Oxford and St
Neots, in 1810. That presumably is how it comes to have a ringing method named after it.




RANALD CLOUSTON AND THE BELLS OF THE ISLE OF MAN

Just as we have Frank Cheetham to thank for recording details of the church bells of Lancashire,
so we owe a debt of gratitude to Ranald Clouston for taking down details of those on the Isle of
Man. There are however some important differences. His work on them, Manx Bells, was
published as recently as 1986. So except in the case of the bells at Douglas St George and Peel
Cathedral, which heralded the revival of change ringing on the island, it is pretty much up to date.

Ranald Willam Monteith Clouston (1925-
2002) was born in Lavenham in Suffolk. His
parents were both doctors; his father’s
family came originally from Orkney. He
was educated at Tonbridge School in Kent
and learned to ring in Tonbridge. He rang
his first quarter peal, and shortly afterwards
his first peal, in 1946.

He trained as an engineer and worked for
Babcock and Wilcox on steam turbines for
power stations, initially in Renfrew, near
Glasgow. While there he rang in Paisley
and developed an interest in Scottish bells,
which up until that time had received much
less attention than English ones. There had
however been some research and a few
publications on them by Francis Eeles and
Clouston used them as the basis for further
work, initially jointly and then on his own
after Dr Eeles’ death in 1954. He was
responsible for completing surveys of
several Scottish counties including
Aberdeenshire, Ayrshire, Berwickshire and
Kirkcudbright. Later on he also published
accounts of English and Welsh bells in
Cambridgeshire and Flintshire.

Ranald Clouston

From 1953 onwards he lived in England, initially in Radlett in Hertfordshire, and married the
daughter of a former rector of Lavenham which was where he moved after retirement. He and his
wife had two daughters and a son. In 1994 he was awarded an MBE for his work on researching
the history of bells and advising on their restoration and care. He had many interests apart from
bells and ringing, including steam engines, farm machinery and animal husbandry, and served for
some time as a local councillor.

His survey of the bells on the Isle of Man is a characteristically thorough one and fills an
important gap in our knowledge. This account of his life is based on the one on provided by the
Whiting Society: The Whiting Society of Ringers - R. W. M. Clouston - Manx Bells .

Clouston’s work on Manx Bells has been out of print for some years and is now difficult to
obtain. The Whiting Society has obtained the agreement of his family to make it available on line
for people wishing to consult it for their own personal use:

see clouston-manx-bells-01.pdf (whitingsociety.org.uk)



https://www.whitingsociety.org.uk/old-ringing-books/clouston-manx-bells.html
https://www.whitingsociety.org.uk/old-ringing-books/clouston-manx-bells-01.pdf

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION AGM

This year’s AGM was hosted by the Manchester branch and took place at St Thomas Pendleton on
Saturday 27 April. Those present had an opportunity to ring on the very good eight at this tower, and the
meeting was well attended.

Issues discussed included the new membership system (not everyone is yet signed up to it). Another matter
discussed was the relationship of the Lancashire Lads and Lasses to the Association. It’s to be given the
status of a “recognised group” so that it is covered for insurance purposes.

It was pointed out that 2026 will mark 150 years since the founding of the Lancashire Association. There
was some discussion about a suitable bell restoration project to mark the occasion. Concern was expressed
that copies of recent editions of The Lancashire Ringer have not yet appeared on the LACR web site. It is
hoped that the problem will have been rectified by the time this issue appears.

The next AGM will be on Saturday 25 April 2025 and will be hosted by the Blackburn branch, at a location
yet to be decided.

CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS NEWS
Provided by the Secretary, Ernie de Legh Runciman

The Central Council Executive held a Zoom meeting on Wednesday 24 April. Items discussed were:

- Outstanding actions: complete apart from ways of working, and appointment of a PRO.

- The Mobile Belfry Trust has provided an update on the touring tower, which has been booked to
appear at the Central Council AGM in Exeter in September.

- The rent of the Central Council library for the next 10 years has been paid to the Loughborough
Belfry Trust.

- Working Group sponsors have been asked to revisit the report prepared by YellowYoYo.

- Updates were received from the following Workgroups in relation to Ringing 2030: Young
Ringers; Technology; Recruitment and Development; Marketing; Environments. Reports were
also received on Historic and Archive material, and the Technical and Taxonomy group.

- Arrangements for the AGM in Exeter are progressing well; latest details can be found on the
Central Council web site.

Following the executive business, the meeting was joined by Alison Hodge and Simon Linford who
reviewed the presentation they had given to the recent DAC Bell Advisers’ conference on closing churches.

It was felt that this should be presented at the Exeter AGM.

The next meeting of the Executive will be on Saturday 25 May, and will be joint with Workgroup Leads.

RINGING MUG OF THE MONTH - THE ISLE OF MAN

There doesn’t appear to be, as yet, a ringing mug
featuring the Isle of Man. There could be a gap
in the market for the Sodor & Man Branch to
exploit next time they want to raise money for a
bell project. However, here is the next best
thing: a mug showing the full extent of their ¥
territory. It’s available for £10.99 plus postage.

No other branch of the LACR can offer this!
Details are available here: Map of Isle of Man

Mug - Etsy UK



https://www.etsy.com/uk/listing/997063193/map-of-isle-of-man-mug
https://www.etsy.com/uk/listing/997063193/map-of-isle-of-man-mug

THE ASSOCIATION SIX BELL STRIKING COMPETITION

This year’s six bell competition was hosted by the Liverpool branch and took place at St John’s
Tuebrook on Saturday 11 May. Those taking part were able to enjoy the magnificent Victorian
decoration of the inside of the this grade I listed church (Charles Barry, 1867-70), or bask in the
sunshine outside... or both! The bells are a Warner eight cast in 1868-69. It was originally
envisaged that this was to be an eliminator round, but in the event it was the final venue for all
nine teams entering. Even so the total of nine bands taking part was a considerable improvement
on last year’s competition, which only attracted six.

The judges were Nigel Goodship from Kirkby Lonsdale and Robin Daw from Silverdale. They
commented that all the bands entering performed to a good standard, appropriate for Sunday
service or wedding ringing. And as always, those towers taking part were well in front of all
those that hadn’t fielded an entry.

The winners were the team from Manchester Cathedral, who produced what the judges described
as an even, well paced performance. Liverpool St Francis Xavier came second, and Lancaster
Priory third. Of the others, a special mention should go to the ringers representing Douglas on the
Isle of Man, who had set off at a very early hour of the morning in order to catch the ferry for a
day trip to Liverpool. It was the first time many of the band had taken part in a competition of
this kind, so their performance was very creditable.

The Manchester Cathedral band, who won The Douglas band, who travelled furthest

The results were as follows:

Place Tower Rang Method Peal Speed Score
1. Manchester Cathedral 7th  Plain Bob Doubles 3h7m 84%
2. Liverpool, SFX 2nd  Plain Bob Doubles  3h 11m 82%
3. Lancaster Priory 3rd  Call Changes 3h 16m 80%
= Bamber Bridge 1st Grandsire Doubles  3h 31 75%
= Liverpool, Tuebrook 4th  Plain Bob Doubles  3h 13m 75%
6. Lytham St John 6th  Grandsire Doubles  3h 35m 73%
7. Lytham St Peter 8th  Plain Bob Doubles  3h 24m 69%
8. Douglas 9th  Grandsire Doubles  3h 24m 65%
9 Prescot 5th  Call Changes 2h 59m 62%

Congratulations to all concerned. The eight bell striking competition, organised on a branch
rather than a tower basis, will take place on Saturday 5 October at a venue to be confirmed later.

Photos courtesy of Lillian Halewood.



RINGING COMMENTARY - Alook at what has been happening in the area

covered by the Lancashire Association. A lot of it is concerned with quarter peals, so this time
the quarters are separately from the other items. Four of them are associated with Manchester
Universities’ Guild. The Rochdale Quarter Peal weekend on 10-12 May has been given its own
section. Because of space constraints, any further quarter peals rung in May have been held over
for inclusion in the next newsletter.

QUARTER PEALS

AUGHTON, St Michael — Saturday 18 May: 1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor: Edmund Rothwell 1,
Alison Ridd 2, Alfred Draper 3, Chris Barr 4, Ray Woods 5, Colin Woods (c) 6. Rung to celebrate Alf
Draper’s 75 years as a ringer.

BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL, Thursday 9 May — 1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor: Andy Cope 1,
Christine Silkstone 2, Charlotte Ferguson 3, Laura Robinson 4, Rob Chapman 5, Raymond Hutchings (c) 6.
Rung on the front six for the Ascension Day Cathedral Eucharist.

BURTON-IN-KENDAL, St James Wednesday . .
24 April — 1260 Plain Bob Minor: Peter Gardner .

1, Sue Fellows 2, Jill Sherry 3, Dave Salisbury 4,
Roger Fellows 5, Kevin Mayfield (c) 6.

In memoriam lan W Taylor. Rung on the
morning of his funeral service, to be held at St
Mary’s church Ulverston. Also in memory of
Alastair Conners, 14 August 1958 — 23 April
2024, brother in law of Roger and Sue Fellows.

DIDSBURY St James, Sunday 26 May — 1272 Cambridge Surprise Minor: Sacha Jones 1, Hannah Baker
2, David Lacy 4, Andrew Ingham 5, Stephen Aldridge (c) 6. For Trinity Sunday. First Surprise — 2.

FALLOWEFIELD, Holy Innocents, Saturday 27 April (on behalf of Manchester Universities’ Guild) —
1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor: Sacha Jones 1, lain Scott 2, Freja Steinke 3, Jason Bowden-King 4,
Alyson Blanchard 5, James Hibbert (c) 6. Rung to celebrate World Tapir Day. First Treble Bob — 1. Fiftieth
quarter — 5.

GARSTANG (Churchtown) St Helen, Sunday 28 April 2024 — 1320 Bacup Surprise Minor: Charlotte
Ferguson 1, Andy Cope 2, Laura Robinson 3, Rob Chapman 4, Bob Moody (c) 5, Raymond Hutchings 6.
Dedicated to the memory of Ed(ward) Brittliff, father of Alison, Nicola and Jocelyn, died 11 April 2024
aged 86. Over the years he provided refreshments to many of Alison’s ringing friends. Also Sunday 12
May — 1272 Warkworth Surprise Minor: Charlotte Ferguson 1, Andy Cope 2, Laura Robinson 3, Raymond
Hutchings 4, Bob Moody (c) 5, Rob Chapman 6. Rung for Bell Sunday.

KIRKHAM, St Michael, Saturday 4 May — 1260 Plain Bob Minor: Ton Hickson 1, Victoria Boardman 2,
Barbara Murray 3, Ken Jagger 4, Sid Lloyd 5, Nick Harrop (c) 6. To mark the retirement from ringing of
Keith Cookson and to recognise the significant contribution from the three generations of the Cookson
family to ringing at St Michael’s since the 1930s. First Bob Minor for Victoria.

LANCASTER CATHEDRAL, Sunday 19 May — 1300 Plain Bob Doubles: Joshua Holland 1, Christopher
Fletcher 2, John Rogan (c) 3, Callum Hayes 4, Joseph Shaw 5, Stephen Harrison 6. Rung for the feast of
Pentecost: “...and the doors were shut, where the ringers were gathered together, for fear of the
neighbours”. — with apologies to John 20:19. Rung in thanks for the ministry of Fr Steve Pearson,
Cathedral Dean for the last ten years, and to welcome his successor Fr John Millar, who will be greeted by
practice night tomorrow. Josh’s first quarter on the treble, and the first quarter rung here for several years
by the home team without a Geordie in it.

LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL, Sunday 28 April — 1280 Bristol Surprise Major: Matthew Warburton 1,
Adam Bennett (c) 2, Luke Marshall 3, Mungo Stacy 4, Robin Daw 5, Peter Furniss 6, Lenard Mitchell 7,
Simon Percy 8. Shortest date touch by all. Also Sunday 19 May: 1296 Plain Bob Caters: Matthew
Warburton 1, Janet Jones 2, Ray Woods 3, Matthew Woods 4, Randle Tinker 5, Sam Norman 6, Harry
Stephenson 7, Lenard Mitchell 8, Robin Daw (c) 9, David Marshall 10. Rung for Pentecost on Whit Sunday
and the feast of St Dunstan, the patron saint of bell ringers. Also in thanksgiving for the life of Rev Preb C
J B Marshall, father of the tenor ringer. 100th quarter in the tower — 1.




LIVERPOOL Our Lady & St Nicholas Pier Head, Sunday 5 May — 1259 Grandsire Caters: John Hyden
1, Ruth Blackwell 2, Rebecca Davey 3 Alex Fishburn 4, Joanne Dowson 5, David Jones (c) 6, Nicholas
Willasey 7, Harry Stephenson 8, Lenard Mitchell 9, Matthew Warburton 10. Rung for Choral Evensong.

MIDDLETON, St Leonard, Wednesday 1 May AR / t
— 1260 St Simon’s Bob Triples: Simon Ripley 1, L/ [
Duncan Vyse 2, Christine Silkstone 3, Oliver
Vyse 4, Alyson Blanchard 5, Andrew Webster
(c) 6, Taylor Wright 7, Keith Bamford 8. First
blows in method — 4. With best wishes of the
band to Neil Greenwood and Nicola Webster,
daughter of the conductor, to be married on
Sunday, 5 May 2024.

NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS, St Peter Saturday 25 May (on behalf of St Michael’s Society) — 1296
Cambridge Surprise Minor: Julian Howes (c) 1, Janet Tutcher 2, Jed Roughley 3, Adam Bennett 4, Eleanor
Mack 5, George Salter 6.

OVER KELLET, St Cuthbert, Friday 26 April — 1260 Plain Bob Triples: Simon Percy 1, Anne Pettifor 2,
Robert Pettifor 3, Sam Norman 4, Nigel Goodship 5, Robin Daw 7, Jayden Milby 7, Merlyn Gilldaley 8.
Half muffled in memory of Robert (Bob) Gill, grandpa of 8: 21 January 1948 — 14 April 2024.

RADCLIFFE, St Mary, Saturday 4 May (on behalf of Manchester Universities” Guild) — 1260 Grandsire
Triples: Freja Steinke 1, David Lacy 2, Sacha Jones 3, Hannah Baker 4, Alyson Blanchard 5, Jason
Bowden-King 6, James Hibbert (¢) 7, George Lee 8. Rung by a band of undergraduates, alumni and staff of
Manchester and Manchester Metropolitan Universities in celebration of their bicentenaries.

SALFORD, Sacred Trinity, Sunday 28 April 2024 (on behalf of Manchester Universities’ Guild) - 1344
Plain Bob Major: Freja Steinke 1, Hannah Baker 2, Beth Ingham 3, Sacha Jones 4, Stephen Aldridge (c) 5,
Philip Chandler 6, Andrew Ingham 7, David Lacy 8. Rung to celebrate Rev Andy Salmon’s 20 years of
ministry at this church. First major — 4. First Major inside — 2. Circled tower to quarter peals — 1. Also
Tuesday 14 May (on behalf of Manchester Universities” Guild) — 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Alex Speakman
1, Sacha Jones 2, Anna Nash 3, Hannah Baker 4, David Lacy (c) 5, Freddie Hodgkinson 6. First quarter
inside — 3. First for the society - 6. In memoriam lan Taylor, member of MUGCR, who has passed away.

STRETFORD, St Matthew, Saturday 11 May — 1260 Grandsire Triples: Dennis Latham 1, Wendy Lee 2,
Dena Osman 3, Elspeth Stein 4, Tim Calvert 5, Susan Darby 6, George Lee (c) 7, Beth Ingham 8.

OTHER NEWS

BELL SUNDAY — A number of LACR towers, from Friezland in the Rochdale Branch to Ulverston in the
Furness branch, made a point of producing the best ringing they could on Sunday 12 May. The Douglas
ringers were not available on that particular Sunday morning, but they had a very good excuse: they arrived
back home on the ferry from Liverpool well after midnight, at a time when most of the other people who
took part in the striking competition at Tuebrook were asleep in bed.

GREAT MYTTON, All Hallows — There will be a coffee and tombola morning at the church in aid of the
bells on Saturday 8 June. There will be no ringing on this occasion, for logistical reasons, but it is planned
to arrange a tower grabbing day in association with another tower in the area later in the year.

HIGHAM, St John the Evangelist in East Lancashire, north of Padiham, is having its single bell rehung
for swing chiming by Lancashire Clock Makers. The church was built in 1874 to the design of William
Waddington of Burnley and the bell, by Warners, is of the same date. It has a diameter of 19ins/48.5cm
which suggests a weight of around 1% cwt/75kg..

LANCASTER PRIORY?’S tower captain since 2018, Cate Gardner, has for family and work reasons left
the area to go to live in Ilkley. During the years that she has been in charge of ringing at the Priory she has
done an enormous amount to raise the aspirations of the band there and within the Lancaster branch, of
which she was secretary. She has also done some very useful work on fund raising for the Association
generally. We wish her and her son Alex, who learnt to ring at the Priory, all the best in their new home.

MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL — On Wednesday 22 May the tenor bell was tolled for 22 whole pulls, in
memory of those who lost their lives in the Manchester Arena bombing seven years ago,



Ringing Events: Dates for your Diary

Some of the events listed below are subject to confirmation. If in doubt, check. Not all branches have
supplied information for this list. All the events listed are open to visiting ringers unless otherwise stated.

If you would like to include something in a future issue, please let the editor know.

Fri 7 June Lan  Hornby Advanced practice 7:00-8:30
Sat 8 June Fur Dent Branch practice 2:30-4:30
Liv Halewood Branch practice 7:30-9:00

Please note the change of venue from Garston, which is unavailable.

Pre Brindle Branch practice 3:30-5:00
Man  Mossley Branch practice 10:30-12:00
Sat 15 June Lan  Lancaster Priory Branch practice 6:30-8:30
Man  Mossley, St George Branch practice 10:30-12:00
Sat 22 Jun Bol Westhoughton Branch practice 10:30-12:00
Fri 5 July Lan  Hornby Advanced practice  7:00-8:30
Sat 13 July Bla Blackburn Cathedral ~ Branch practice 3:30-8:00
Fur Hawkshead Branch practice 2:30-4:30

Liv Quarterly branch meeting and day tour: Wigan and Newton-le-W.

Pre Chorley, St Lawrence Branch meeting 3:30-5:00
Sat 20 July Lan  Over Kellet Branch meeting 6:30-8:30

Man  Northenden Branch practice 1:30-3:00
Sat 27 Jul Bol Farnworth Branch practice 10:30-12:00
Fri 2 Aug Lan  Hornby Advanced practice 7:00-8:30
Sat 3 Aug Bla Darwen Branch practice 3:30-8:00
Sat 10 Aug Fur Bowness Branch practice 2:30-4:30

Liv Walton-on-the-Hill Branch practice 7:30-9:00
Thu8—-Sun 11 Aug Borwick Hall NW Ringing Course 2024

Sat 17 Aug Bol Leigh Branch practice 10:30-12:00
Refreshments; please contact secretary@boltonbells.co.uk beforehand.

Fri 6 Sep Lan  Hornby Advanced practice 7:00-8:30

Sat 23 Aug Liv Branch outing to the Worcester area — details to follow.

Sat 7 Sep Bla Oswaldtwistle Branch practice 3:30-8:00

Sat 14 Sep Fur Kirkby-in-Furness Branch practice 2:30-4:30
Liv Farnworth Branch practice 7:00-8:30
Pre Hoghton, Holy Trinity Branch practice 3:30-5:00

Sat 21 Sep Liv Penny La, St Barnabas* Branch training day 10:00-1:00
Man  Reddish Branch practice 10:30-12:00

Sat 25 Sep LACR Association Committee Meeting — Fylde branch

*Tower not yet confirmed; please check beforehand.

Editor: Peter Rivet, 7 Westbourne Rd, Lancaster LA1 5DB Tel 01524-66870 peter@plrivet.plus.com
Views expressed are those of contributors and are not necessarily those of the Lancashire Association.

Corrections and Updates:

Amelia Thorley (one of the Leeds Diocesan Bell Advisers) is normally known as Deborah Thorley.
St Anne’s on Sea (Heyhouses), St Anne: Please note that the practice night here has changed from Friday
(as given in the annual report) to Tuesday.


mailto:secretary@boltonbells.co.uk
mailto:peter@plrivet.plus.com

